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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 4381 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, SN, CB, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN CONTRIBUTION TO CAMBODIA ESF 

I INFORMED BOGAARS, PERMSEC FOREIGN MINISTRY, OF AUSTRALIAN 
DECISION TO WITHDRAW SUPPORT FROM ESF AND ASKED IF GOS 
WOULD BE DISPOSED TO REGISTER DISAPPOINTMENT WITH GOA. 
BOGAARS SAID HE HAD HEARD OF THE AUSTRALIAN DECISION BUT GOS 
DID NOT PLAN TO RAISE IT WITH GOA. GOS HAD NEVER CONTRIBUTED TO 
ESF AND DID NOT PLAN TO DO SO. BOGAARS SAID THAT FACT 
THEY WERE NOT CONTRIBUTING TO ESF PUT THEM IN WEAK POSITION 
VIS-A-VIS AUSTRALIA ON THIS MATTER. IN ADDITION, RECENT 
UNPLEASANTNESS WITH AUSTRALIA (PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO 
SHARP EXCHANGE BETWEEN WHITLAM AND LEE IN OTTAWA) 

CAUSED THEM "NOT TO WANT TO TANGLE WITH GOS ON ANY 
ISSUE AT THIS TIME." 
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